
Salinas – Menorca 
 
There are spaces that have the virtue of having been naturally configured with things that make life easier. 
This is a good thing. Then, there are territories where people also try to incorporate values that point to the 
quality of existence. That is a merit. 
 
Before the interconnected world we have today was created, salt was a basic element to be achieved. Food 
does not provide the sufficient quantity that many living organisms need, and humans are no exception. So 
there were authentic routes, which sometimes crossed hundreds of kilometers, to bring in the sodium chloride 
that was extracted at the edge of the sea or from the mines of the deep-sea mines. 
 
In Menorca the first settlers had to be well sheltered between the salt of the coconuts of the coast and the 
pineapple provided by the wind from the north, when the sea spray that sculpts the cliffs and conditions the 
cliffs is carried away. 
 
Another element that has come as a gift to the Minorcan population is the sun. The sunshine and the sun's 
heat, which we experience throughout the year, are natural threesomes that people long for and that have 
driven millions of annual trips to enjoy the sunshine, even if only for a few days. Whoever has spent weeks in a 
row in some northern area with the greyness presiding over the skies, quickly understands the attraction of a 
bright place. 
 
And it is also an original gift the natural landscape, the white limes and the south penyals, the black rocks and 
the red earth that skirt the north. The ravines that offer a humidity that enchants the plants. The sharp cries of 
the milans and the quiet whistles of the miloques. The starlings that fill the space with figures and the water 
that captures carbon and cleans the water. A land full of objects that we have already found prepared and that 
comfort the senses. 
 
Here's the luck to find it all done. A gift that is not correct to say that it has fallen from the sky, but rather has 
emerged from the sea, has been colonized by thousands of species and has traveled over a long and long time. 
 
It is from the moment the human hand enters the sea that we can value the merits or demerits that may 
correspond to us as a species. In the negative chapter we would put the extinctions provoked in other beings, 
the badly undertaken fire and, in recent times, the pollution, the overexploitation and the open wounds in a 
precious territory. 
 
But the list of virtues is not short either, especially when compared to the surrounding world. The island 
retains much of its natural charm and has been able to model itself with a very virtuous agroforestry mosaic 
that blends the former world with the present reality. 
 
The sedimentary stones, which are a resource built over millions of years, have been used in a renewable way 
since they are the only element of the dry stone walls, which allows them to be made again with the same 
materials when some sections sink. In addition, they have created a spectacular refuge for all kinds of small 
animals and are used to serve as ecological corridors with the vegetation that grows alongside them. 
 
The cycle of the fertile soil, which in the past used to be managed by the nanny goats, the black conures and 
other extinct animals, can now be maintained with a correct management of the animal. There are hundreds 
of cisterns on the territory, easy to rehabilitate, which were designed in a very intelligent way to collect 
rainwater and thus increase the availability of such an essential element.  
 
More modernly, Menorca has known how to build and keep strong a magnificent network of associations, 
which has allowed the list of cultural activity, analysis and debate, foresight and commitment (associate and 
you will be strong, as Clavé used to say). A cohesive society that has made it possible to drastically change the 
planning of the seventies, when the entire coastline could be developed. 
 
Far from accepting predetermined destinies, it has worked and is working every day to achieve a welfare that 
can be placed at the height of the challenges it faces. 



 
A village that still transmits poetry through its paths, that sings to sailors and mermaids, that has roadsides full 
of flowers, that generates an unusual esteem and that wants to maintain, with much merit, such a precious 
mark. A community that has to know how to find, in the midst of the current thick fog, a focus that keeps the 
salt of life. 
 
 
 
(Article published by Miquel Camps, as coordinator of territorial policy of the GOB, in the newspaper Menorca 
of 16/11/2020) 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 


